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People with Disabilities in Ireland (PwDI)

Annual General Meeting 2007

Motions and Amendments Carried, Referred and Rejected from 2007 Annual General Meeting
Note: The names attached to Motions / Amendments refer to delegates who formally proposed and seconded same i.e. 

[Proposed by / seconded by]
TRANSPORT

1. The Donegal Network of P.W.D.I. request that P.W.D.I. contact the appropriate government body and insist that the term "Invalid Carriges" be removed from the list of vehicles restricted on motorways.

Motion Carried

[Mr Eddie Crawford (Donegal) / Ms Edel Cadden (Mayo)]
2. That PwDI urge the Minister for Transport to expedite an implementation plan to make all public buses, boats, trains and planes accessible for all disabled people by the end of 2010. 

Proposed by Galway Network

Amendment

“That PwDI call on the Minister for Transport to expedite an implementation plan to make all transport (buses, trains, boats and panes) accessible for all disabled people by the end of 2010 and to copper-fasten this with an EU directive to this effect”

Proposed by Sligo

Motions and Amendment Withdrawn

3. That  PwDI urge the Government and Minister for Transport to introduce a special 100% grant to adapt taxis to make them accessible for all disabled people in the 2008 and 2009 budgets. 

Motion Defeated
[Mr David Egan (Galway) / Mr John Morrissey (Waterford)]

4. That the CEO liaise with cross-border disability organisation for free parking for blue badge holders in all public areas.

Motion Carried
[Ms Margaret Hyland (Leitrim) / Mr Michael Tracey (Roscommon)]

HEALTH

5. The Donegal Network of P.W.D.I. request that P.W.D.I. contact the department of Health & Children to discontinue the practice of reviewing some medical cards on a yearly basis. We reccomend that these cards be valid for at least three years.

Motion Carried

[Mr Eddie Crawford (Donegal) / Ms Geraldine Moylan (Dublin South)]
6. That PwDI call on the Minister for Health and the Department of Health to establish contracts with private counselling services and psycho-therapy services to treat mentally ill people and those people suffering depression as a result of long-term physical illnesses in all HSE areas. 

Motion Defeated

[Mr David Egan (Galway) / Mr  Alfred Marks (Waterford)]
Amendment

That PwDI call on the Minister for Health and the Department of Health to establish contracts with private counselling services and psycho-therapy services to treat people with mental health difficulties and those people suffering depression as a result of long-term physical illnesses in all HSE areas.

Amendment Defeated

[Mr Eddie Crawford (Donegal) / Mr Michael Tracey (Roscommon)]
7. That PwDI ask the Minister for Health and the HSE to increase the number of neurologists introduce special clinics for some serious chronic, degenerative illnesses, so that best international practises can be deployed to alleviate and / or bring about recoveries from these illnesses.

[Mr David Egan (Galway)  / Ms Geraldine Moylan (Dublin South)]
Amendment

That PwDI ask the Minister for Health and the HSE to introduce special clinics to increase the number of neurologists nationwide and introduce special clinics for some serious chronic, degenerative illnesses, so that best international practices can be deployed to alleviate and / or bring about recoveries from these illnesses.

Amendment Carried

[Mr Eddie Crawford (Donegal) / Mr Patrick Brassil (Clare)]
8. That PwDI urge the Government to incorporate the Mobility Allowance as given in Northern Ireland for the visually impaired.

Motion Carried

[Mr Own Kyne (Dublin City) / Mr Pat Kelly (Louth)]
CHANGES TO ARTICLES

9. The Donegal Network of P.W.D.I. request that P.W.D.I. make the necessary changes to our Articles of Association/Constitution to simplify application for membership of P.W.D.I.

Motion Carried

[Mr Eddie Crawford (Donegal) / Mr Tom Power (Waterford)]
FUNDING FOR NETWORK OFFICES 

10. That PwDI headquarters seek direct funding from the government to cover the costs of its network offices throughout Ireland. This funding would cover costs such as office rental, necessary adaptations, furnishing and equipment, and costs of heating, lighting and communications.
Motion Carried

[Mr David Egan (Galway) / Mr Eugene O’Brien (Sligo)]
HOUSING

11. That PwDI urge the Minister for the Environment to give PWDI a seat on the Social Housing allocation committees of every city council, county council and town council in the country, so as to better represent the housing needs of disabled people.

Motion Carried

[Mr David Egan (Galway) / Mr John Morrissey (Waterford)]
12. PwDI Westmeath proposes that we urge the Department of the Environment & Local Government to prioritise the availability of Social & Affordable housing by Local Authorities for purchase by people with disabilities.

Motion Carried

[Mr Maurice O’Kane (Westmeath) / Ms Edel Cadden (Mayo)]
CRIME AGAINST DISABLED PEOPLE

13. That PwDI urge the Minister for Justice to introduce a series of new laws and measures to deal more severely and urgently with harassment of and violence against disabled people.

Motion Defeated

[Mr David Egan (Galway) / Mr Alfred Marks (Waterford)]
Amendment

That PWDI urge the Minister for Justice to introduce a series of new laws and measures to deal more severely and urgently with harassment and violence against disabled people using the document “Hate Crime Against Disabled People in Scotland: A Survey Report”  as a template.
Amendment Defeated
[Mr Alan McGuire (Louth) / Mr Stephen Kiernahan (Monaghan)]
EDUCATION

14. That PwDI request the Department of Education to provide sufficient numbers of Special Needs teachers such as to provide a Nationwide teaching service for all Special needs Children including children with Autism.

Motion Carried

[Mr Noel O’Neill (Kerry) / Mr Eugene O’Brien (Sligo)].

15. That PwDI request the Department of Education to provide sufficient numbers of Special needs Assistants in all schools to provide a Nationwide service for all children with all special needs. 

Motion Carried

[Mr Noel O’Neill (Kerry) / Ms Margaret Hyland (Leitrim)] 

16. “That PwdI request the Department of Education for a re-examination of the Assessment of Needs of Students with disabilities, when preparing for and sitting exams. The current unsatisfactory arrangement whereby the Assessment of Need only covers two years of a four-year cycle, appears to be both irrational and extremely unfair to this vulnerable category of student.”

Motion Carried

[Ms Mary Walsh (Kildare) / Ms Edel  Cadden (Mayo)]
17. That PwdI would ask  the Government for special needs assistants for all young people with disabilities who wish to do Post Leaving Cert Courses in their own Community  

Motion Carried

[Ms Margaret Hyland (Leitrim) / Ms Patricia Quinn (Kildare)]
TRAVEL

18. Because of the new system recently introduced by Iarnrod Eireann where you must put your ticket in a slot at the barriers to get on and off the trains, which is causing major problems for people with disabilities every morning as they have to queue to get their ticket.

PwDI Westmeath propose the Department of  Social Community & Family Affairs be requested to increase the time span on free rail travel from “daily to monthly” for people with disability to minimise this inconvenience for travellers who have a disability.

Motion Carried

[Mr Hugh McGuire (Westmeath) / Ms Cepta Dowling (Dublin City)
COST OF LIVING      

19. Based on the fact that in 1980 ( 27 years ago)  a report from the E.U. Commission   highlighted that the living costs to a person with disability was 25% more than that of a  able-bodied person.

PwDI Westmeath proposes that we request Government for the present means test figure for people with disabilities who are requesting a medical card be increased by 50%.

Motion Carried

[Mr Maurice O’Kane (Westmeath) / Ms Edel Cadden (Mayo)]
EMPLOYMENT

20. P.w.D.I.Westmeath urge the Department of Enterprise Trade  &  Employment  and F.A.S. to re-introduce the “Job Initiative Scheme” for people with  disabilities.

Motion Carried

[Mr Maurice O’Kane (Westmeath) / Mr John Morrissey (Waterford)]
Amendment 

PWDI Westmeath urge the Department of Trade and Employment to re-introduce the “Job Initiative Scheme” for people with disabilities. (FAS deleted as they are directed by Department).
Amendment withdrawn by Louth

  CONSULTATION

21. PwDI Westmeath propose that we urge the Department of Health & Children to establish and   actively support Consumer Panels with a results based code of  practice. in all Health Service Executive areas in the country.

Motion Carried

[Mr Maurice O’Kane (Westmeath) / Ms Mary T. Cahill Kennedy (Wicklow)] 

PRACTICAL SUPPORTS IN PA SERVICES

22. PwDI Westmeath proposes that the Government be requested to set up a totally  Independently managed  P.A. Service for people with disabilities which is nationally universal and equal in its operation,

Motion Carried

[Mr Maurice O’Kane (Westmeath) / Ms Cepta Dowling (Dublin City)]
EDF and EBU 

23. PWDI in conjunction with EDF and European Blind Union to seek the
 establishment of an explanatory card to be carried by persons who are visually impaired for travel purposes at train stations, airports etc, to easily seek assistance. to avoid embarrassment or  misreading of signage.

Motion Carried

[Mr Malachy Foots (Louth) / Mr Owen Kyne (Dublin City)]
BANKS

24. PWDI to make representations for the introduction of a seated and ticketed system in Banks for all services to replace standing queues.
Motion Carried

[Mr Alan McGuire (Louth) / Ms Mary Mulryan (Mayo)]
ADMINITSTRATION

25. We the Waterford Network of PwDI propose that all correspondence to a Public Representative or Public Official - be copied to PwDI National Office and Board Member of the Network, rather than submitted in advance for approval. 

The reason for this is to ensure that the process is not slowed down and also gives the network autonomy.  This Motion is in no way intended to embarrasses National Office in any way.

Motion Carried

[Mr Tom Power (Waterford) / Mr Eugene O’Brien (Sligo)]
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